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In my research I have tried to answer the question whether rituals, largely performed in female 
communities of Uzbekistan, are of musical or poetic nature. Women gather together to recite 
mystical poetry, alternating it with prayers and blessings to mark every important life event 
(birthday , rites of initiation, weddings or funerals). I faced the necessity of employing special 
computer programs for sonic analysis in order to be able to take a visual approach to the 
development of the sound. Founded at IRCAM (Institut de Recherche et Coordination 
Acoustique/Musique, Paris), 'Audiosculpt' is a computer programme which helps to identify the 
sonic nature of sound, aiming to reveal a difference between 'said' and 'sung' voice elements. Use of 
'Audiosculpt' in my research helped me to find that female rituals are a domestic music 
phenomenon performed inside of Uzbek houses. It is well known that music creates community, 
when performed (Askew, 2002) and rites of passage are one of its most common forms.
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