
Graham Hair

Tch’mala: the Rainbow Serpent
for Solo Piano

from Twelve Transcendental Concert Studies
on Themes from the Australian Poets

His mass is mountains. Roar
is elder brother of the sea’s blood-purr.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .
His trails are the endless oncomings of mist
low into the water-cheked valleys. . . . .
.  .  .  .  .  .  .
His aftersign is the bridge of beauty
glimpsed through shifting cloud

[from Mark O’Connor: ‘Tch’mala: the Rainbow Serpent’ in Selected Poems, 39 (Sydney:
Hale and Iremonger, 1986)]

Graham Hair, 45 St Vincent Crescent, Glasgow, G3  8NG, United Kingdom
tel  0141  221  4933 mobile  07914  681  633

email  graham.hair@virgin.net



Twelve Transcendental Concert Studies on Themes from the Australian Poets

No 2: Tch’mala: The Rainbow Serpent

1

1

� 128 �� �

�� �
�� �

�� �
�� �

�� �
�� � � � �� � �� � �� �

� 128
�� �

� � � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

No 2: Under Aldebaran

Graham Hair

Twelve Concert Studies on Themes from the Australian Poets

�

�

2

� �� � �� � �� �
�� � �� � � � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �

�� �
�� �

� �� � �� � � �� �
�� � �� � � �� � �

Ö
� � � �

�

�

3

� � � � � ���
�� ��� � � � �

�� �
�

� � � �� � �� �
� � � � �� � �� �� � � �� � � �

� � �

�

�

4

� � � � �� �� ��
Ö

�� �� �� �� ��� ��� �
� �

�� �
�� � � � �� �

� �� �� �� �� ��� ��� � �� � �� � �� � � �� �

�

�

↓�↓
(C)

�

ff

Introduction: Moderato (� . = MM64)

↑↑�↑

scorrevole

�

↑

�

ff
�

�

cantabile
(mano dextra in rilievo)

�ff

�

(A� )
↓

�

����������������������
↑↑

↓
staccatissimo !

ff

↓
�

�

(B)
↑

↑�
�

�

��
��

�
�ff

�

�



2

5�
�� �

� � �
 ��
 �
Ü

�
 ��
 � � � � ��
 � � �� � � � � �� � � ��
 � � �� �

	 � � � � �� � �
 � �
 ��
 �å �
 �� � � � �
 �� � �
 ��
 � �
 �� �

�
�

6�
� � �


�
 � � � � � � � � � � � �

� �
 	 �
 � � � � �
 � �
 � � � � � �
 � �� � 	 � �
�
�

7� � � � � �
 � �
 ��
 �

	 � �

�ã
 �
� � � � � � �ã
 � � �

�
 � � � �


�
�

8� �
 �
 �� �
 � � �� � �� � � �
�� � �� � �� � � � � � � �

�
Ü


 �

� � �� �� ��
ã � � 	 � �

�å� � � � �
Ö

� �
�

�

↓↓↓

�
ff

↑
�

↑
��

↑�

�

�

�
��ff

�

martellato

�
legatissimo

�

�

�

↓
gracioso

�

↓

�

�ff

��

�

(B
 )��
�martellato

ff
�↓

������
������
������
���(ten)�

�
�



3

9

�

� �
� � �� � � �

�
á
� � � � �� �

� �� � � �� �
�� �
� �
� �
98

� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � �
�� � 98

�

�

10

�
�� �

� � � � � � � � 128

�
� �
� � � � � � �� � 128

�

�

11

�128 �� �� �� �Ü� �� �� ��

� 128 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ))))�� �� �� �� �� �ã� � � � � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

�

�

12

�
�� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � � �

��

��

�
�
Ö

� �
�� � �� � �� � �� �

� �� � �� � �� �� ã �ä� �� � �� � �� � �� �
�� � �� � �� � �� �

�

�

�
�

�
martellato

�

dolcissimo

�

(C)

�

ff

�
��

�

�
�

���
��

↓3↓↓3↓
3

�

scorrevole
↓ 3

Variation 1: Allegro (� = MM80)

�↑↑↑↑�
3

↑↑↑↑↑
3

↑↑↑
3

↑↑↑
3

↑↑↑↓
senza ped

↓

↓
↓↓↓

(G)

�

(B)

�

↓↓�↓↓↓

↑�↑
↑�↑↑

scorrevole

�

�
↑

3

↑

3

9

�

� �
� � �� � � �

�
á
� � � � �� �

� �� � � �� �
�� �
� �
� �
98

� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � �
�� � 98

�

�

10

�
�� �

� � � � � � � � 128

�
� �
� � � � � � �� � 128

�

�

11

�128 �� �� �� �Ü� �� �� ��

� 128 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ))))�� �� �� �� �� �ã� � � � � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

�

�

12

�
�� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � � �

��

��

�
�
Ö

� �
�� � �� � �� � �� �

� �� � �� � �� �� ã �ä� �� � �� � �� � �� �
�� � �� � �� � �� �

�

�

�
�

�
martellato

�

dolcissimo

�

(C)

�

ff

�
��

�

�
�

���
��

↓3↓↓3↓
3

�

scorrevole
↓ 3

Variation 1: Allegro (� = MM80)

�↑↑↑↑�
3

↑↑↑↑↑
3

↑↑↑
3

↑↑↑
3

↑↑↑↓
senza ped

↓

↓
↓↓↓

(G)

�

(B)

�

↓↓�↓↓↓

↑�↑
↑�↑↑

scorrevole

�

�
↑

3

↑









11







Variation 1: Allegro ( q =MM80)

scorrevole























  







3 3



senza ped





 



 










 









 






































 

3

   



  



 













 




 

3 3 3

3 3

13























mf








 
   

3






 





 




 





 





 





 




 





 





 




 











 











 

    







3











11







Variation 1: Allegro ( q =MM80)

scorrevole

























  







3 3



senza ped





 



 










 









 






































 

3

   



  



 













 




 

3 3 3

3 3

13























mf








 
   

3






 





 




 





 





 





 




 





 





 




 











 











 

   







3

4

13

�
�� � �� � �� � �� �

�� � �� � �� � � � �� �� �� � � � �� � �� �

� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �
� � �� ��

�

�

14

� ���
Ö

�� �
� � �� ��� � �� ��� � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �

� �� �
�� �� �� �

�� � �� � �� � �� � ��
� �� �

�

�

15

� �� � � �� �
Ö
� � �� � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� �� � �� � �� � �� � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � � �

�

�

16

� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

�

�

����������

�

�

↓↓3�↓↓↓
↑↑

↓

↑↑
3

↑↑↑
↑↑↑↑

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
3

↓↓↓

3

�↓3

scorrevole

↓

�

�
(C#)

�
↑�↑

↑�↑
↑↑

�

�
↑

↓↓↓↓↓
�↓↓↓↓↓scorrevole

↓
�
��������

�
�

�

↓

↑↑↑↑↑�↑

�

↑
�

↑�↑↑

↓ 3↓
3

↓�
3

↓↓3↓

3

�↓
3

↓↓�
3

↓↓
3�↓

3

�

↑↑↑
3

�↑↑↑↑
3

↑�↑↑↑↑↑↑
3

↑↑↑



5

17

� 128 �
� � � �

Ö


 �� �
 �� ��
 �

� 128 �

� �

�
 $ $ �
 �
 �


�

�

18

� �
Ö


 �� �
Ö

� �
�
 �

�
 �
 � �
�� �
 � �� 98

� � �
Ö

�
 �
 � �� � �
 �ä� 98

�

�

19� 98
�� �� �


�

� �
 �
 � � � ��

�
 ��
�
Ö

� �

� 98 �� ��
Ö

�
 �
 �
 �
 �

�

�

20� � �
 ��
 �

��

�
 �� �
 �
 �
 �
Ö



��

��
�� �� �� �� ��

� �ä� 	

�

�

!

�
5:3

�����������������������!

�

��5

�


����������
Variation 2: Lento (� = MM48)

!

� ����
!

��
�!

�
! ���! ��5:3

↓
#

�

�

�


�����������������
�� ������

��
� �

�
!

�
��

�

���������
!

5

�
#
�

�5

!

�

��! �

���� ��
�

���

�
5

��
�
�

!

�

��
5

���!

�

!�
5:3

�

��������������������
! ��



6

21 22� 98 � � �� ��� ��
 �
ã � � � � ��
 ä �� �� �
 ��
 � � 	 �� �
 �ã� � � �
 �
 �
 �� �
 �� �
 � �
 �
 �
 �� �


Ö

�
 �

Ö

� �

	 98 � � �ã� � � � � � �
 �� ��
ä

�� �
 �� �� � � � � �
 �
 �
 �� �� �� � �� �
 �� �� �� ��
ä �� �
 �� ä

� �

�

�

23 24	 � � �
 ��� ��� �
Ö

� � �
Ü

� � � � � � �
 �� �

Ö

�� �
 �

Ö

�
 ��� ��
 �
Ü

� � �� ��
 ��
 � �� ��
 ��
 �
�
 �
 �� �� �
 �� � �� � � � � �
 �� ��

Ö

	 � � �
 ��
 �
ä � � �
 ��
 ��
 �ã � � � � �� �
 ��

ä

�� �� ä
�� ��
 ��� �
ã

�� ��� � �� ��� � �
 ����
ä� �� �
 �� ä

�

�

25	 � � � � �� �� �

Ü

� � �� �� �
 �� �� �
 �� �� �
 �� �� �
 �� �� �
 128
	 � � � � �
 ��� ��
 �

ã � � �
 �� �� �
 �
 �� �� �
 �
 �� �� �
 �
 �� �� �
 128

�

�

26	 128 � � �� ��� �
Ü

� � � �
Ü

� �
 � �
 �� � �
 �
 �
 ��
Ö

� �
 � � �
 ��
Ü

�
 �
 �
 ��
Ö

� �
 ��
Ö

� �
 �
 �
 ��
Ü �

	 128 � � �� ��� ��
 ��� �ã
� � � �� �
 �
 ã � �
 �
 �� �
 �
 � �
 �
 �
 ä �� �
 �
 �
 �
 ��

� �
 �
 ã �
 �
 �
 ä � �
 �
 ä
� �
 �
 �
 ã�

�

�

#
↓

!
↓↓3

#!
↓3

#
↓
����������

ff#↑#↑#↑
3

ff↑

Variation 3: Tempo primo - moderato (� = MM64)

↑↑↑
3

↑
3

↑↑↑↑
3

↑

#
↓3

!
↓���������

ff

�

#
↓

!
↓

#
↓3

%
↓

ff
↓

↑
3

�↑

%

�↑↑↑
3

↑↑

�

333

#
�

%
↓

↑

!
↓3

ff
↓3

!
↓

#
↓3

!
3

#
↓

!
↓3

#
↓3

!
↓

#
↓3

ff
↓↓

↑
3

↑
3

↑↑
3

↑
3

↑↑
3

↑
3

↑↑
3

↑↑



7

27 28� 128 �� ��
 � � � � ��
 ��
 � ��
 �
 �� �� �
 ä � ��
 ��
 � � � �
 ��� � � � �� � �� ��� ��
 � 98

� 128 �
 ��� � � ��
 � ��
 	 �� �
 ��
ä �
 ��
 ��
 � �� ��� ��� � � � �
 ��� ��� � �� � 98

�

�

29 30� 98 � �� �� � �� ��� ��� � � � � �� �� � � �� ��
 �
Ü

� � � � �� ��� ��� � � � � �� �� � � �� �� �

	 98 � � �
 � � � � � �
Ü

�
� �� ��� ��� � �
 �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � 	

�

�

31� 98 � �
 �
 �
 �
 � � � � � �
 ��
 � �
 ��
 � �
 ��
 � �
 ��
 � � � � �� �
 ��

	 98 � �
 �� �� �
 �� �� � � � � � �
 �� �� � �
 �� �� � �
 �� �� � �
 �� �� � � � �� �
 ��

�

�

32� �� ��
 ��� � �
 ��� ��� � �
 �� �� � �
 �� �� � �
 �� �� � �
 �� �� � �
 �� ��� � �� �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � �� �� � �� �� � �� �� � �� �� � � � � �

	 �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � �� ��� ��� � � �� �� ��
 � � �� �� ��
 � � �� �� ��
 � � �� �� ��
 � � � � �

�

�

ff��ffff�↑%ff

Variation 4: Tempo terzo - lento (� = MM48)

�

ff

�

�

��↑�

ff

�

�

�

ffffff
↓

!↑�↑!↑
�

�

ff

�

�

�
↓↓↓↓

5:3

�
��5:3

!
�

Variation 5: Tempo primo (� = MM64)

��!
5:3

�ff

�
!

����

����ff
�



8

33� � �
 �� �� �
 �
 ���
 �
 ���
 �� �
 �
 ��
 � ��
 � ��
 � � � � �� ��� ��
 � �� ��� ��
 � �� ��� ��
 � �� ��� ��
 �

	 � �
 �� �
 � �
 � �� �� �� �� �� � � � �
 ��� ��
 � �
 ��� ��
 � �
 ��� ��
 � �
 ��� ��
 �
�

�

34� �
 ��
�� ��
 ��� � �� ��
 ��� � �� ��
 ��� � �� ��
 ��� � � �
 �� �� �
 ��� ��� � �� ��� ��
 � �� ��� ��
 � �� ��� ��
 � �� ��� ��
 �

	
�
 �� �� �� ��
 ��
 ��� � �� ��
 ��
 ��� � �� ��
 ��
 ��� � �� ��
 ��
 ��� � �� �
 �� �� ��
 ��� � �
 ��� ��
 � �
 ��� ��
 � �
 ��� ��
 � �
 ��� ��
 �

�

�

35� � � � � � � � �� � �� � �� ��� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � 128
	 � � �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 � � �


�� � �
 � 	 �
 ��� ��� � �
 �� ��� � �
 �� ��� � �
 �� ��� � 128

�

�

36� 128 �� ��� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � � � � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � � � �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � � �� �� �� � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 � �� �� ��
 �

	 128 �
 ��� ��� � �
 �� �� � � � � � �
 ��� ��� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 � � �� ��
 �
�

�

��5:3�5:3

ff
�

�! �
5:3

��
5:3

�

��
�

5:3��
5:3

��!ff��!ff

�(G�)
5:3 ��

�
�

ff
�5:3

��ff

�������
!
��

�ff��������



9

37

� 128 � �� �� �
 �
 �
 �
 �� �� �
 �
 �� �� �� ��
�

	 128 �� �� �
 �� �
 �� �
 �� �� �� �� �
 �


Variation 6: Tempo secondo - allegr o (� = MM80)

�

�

38� � �
� � � � � �
 � �
 � � �
 � �
 �
 �
 �


�� �

Ö

	 � � � � � � � �
 �
 �


�

�

39

�
��
 � �
 �� �
 �
 �� �
 �� �� �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 � �
 �
 �

� �
Ü


 	 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � �

�

�

40� � �
� � � � � �� �� ���ä
 � � � � � � � � � � �ä
 � � �

	 �
 � � �ä �
 � �
 �
 ä � 	

�

�

5
3

3

(D
)

5

&

�

333

↓5:3

33

3

3
5:3

�

(D

↑↑�↑3

3

�
3

�

3

↓

(D)

↓

↓
5:3

↓

������
������
������
� ↓

↓

�

↓
3

(C)

3

3

�

↓5:3

↓↓

3

3

�

(C)

↑↑
�
↑



10

41� � � �
 �

� � �

�
 �
 �� �� �� �
 �
 �� �� �
� � � �

Ö

	 � �
 �� �
 �
 �
 �
 �

�

�

42

� ��
 � �
�
 �
 � �
 � �
 �
 �
 �
 � �
 � �
 � � � �
 � � � �

� ��
Ö 	 � � �
 � �
 � �
 �

�

�

43� 128 �
 � �
 � �
 ��� ��
 �ã �
 � �
 � � � � � � � � � �
 � �


� 128 � � �ã� � � � � �� � �
�� �
 �


�

�

↓
3

↓
3

↓

�

(F)

3

3

3
5:3

�

(B
)↓

�

3

(E
)

3
3�

5:3

(E)

33

(E-F
 -E)

3

33

33

�

(F#)

3

↓

������
������
�����

↓

3↓

↓ 5↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
↓

↓

�

'
↓

Variation 7:  Lo stesso tempo - allegro (� = MM80)

&↑↑↑



11

44� �� �
 �
 �� � �ã� ��
 � �
 � �
 � �
 � �
 �
 �
 �
 �
 �ä� �
 ��
 �
 �ä� �
 ��


� �ã� � � � �ä


�

�

45

� �
 �
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � �ä
 � � �
 �
 �
 � �
 � � �

�

�

46� �
 �
 �ä
 �
 �
 �
 �
 �� �
 � ��ä � � �ä� � � � � � � � �

� � �ä
 � � ��ä
�

�

47 48

� � � �
 � �
 � �
 � �
 � �
 � �
 � �
 ��
 �
 ã �
 � �
 � �
 �
 �ã�� � � � � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �ã
 �� � � �� � � �� � �ã
 �� �

� � � �
 �� �ã � � � � � � �ã� � � � � � � �� �ã � � � � �ã
 � � � � � � � � �� �ã

�

�

↓
5

5 ↓
↓↓

↓
↓

5

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
'

↓5

↑↑

5:3

↓↓↓
5:3

↓↓↓↓↓
&

�
!
�↑↑↑

↓↓↓↓
↓

5:3

↓↓
↓

↓↓5:3↓↓↓
5:3

↓↓
↓

'
↓

↑↑↑↑

�

↓
↓↓

↓
↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓

'

�

↓5:3
5:3

!
�

↓
↓

↓↓↓↓↓↓
'

↓

↑↑↑↑↑



12

49

� 128 ��
�ã�� �� �� �� �

ã�� �� �� �� �
ã�� �� �

ã�� �ã�� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

� 128 �� �
Ü

�� �
Ü �� �

Ü
�� �
Ü

�

�

50

� �� � ��
�ä�� � ��ä � �� � � ��ä ��ä ��ä �� �ä

� �
Ö
� �

Ö
� �� �

Ö
�� �
Ö

�� � �

�

�

51 52

�
���ä �ä��

� � �
ã� ��ã� � �ã� 98 �

� �� � � � �Ö
�
Ö
��

� ��
Ö

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �
Ü

� � � � � � �� �
Ü

98 � �ä �� �� �ä ��

�

�

53 54 55 56

� 98 � �� ��
�� � �� � �� � �� �

��
��
�� �� � �� � �� � �� � �� �� �� �� � �� � �� �

�� �

� 98 � � � �

. . . . . .Aldebaran
Still glittered with its sad alternate fire:
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-- from The Incarnation of Sirius
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